
 
 

Tower Project Update 

Weekend of October 27 & 28, 2012
 

Our beautiful and historic Cathedral is looking more and more like the great cathedrals of Europe, 
with scaffolding and protective netting hiding the grandeur of the ornate and intricate facade. 
Scaffolding continues to be erected around the West Tower to protect parishioners and passersby 
from falling debris and limestone.   
 

The stonemasons and workers have made great progress since the last installment of our Tower 
Project Update.  The southern spires have been demolished and are being rebuilt; they now await 
the final component: the terra cotta finials, which have been ordered and are presently being 
manufactured.  The finials are expected to arrive the first week of January 2013.  Workers have 
decided to take a new approach with the demolition of the northern spires, coring the center out of 
each tower to remove the corroded steel which has been the source of the falling stone.  Once the 
core of the spire has been removed, workers will install stainless steel rods.  This process is 
anticipated to be faster, more cost efficient, and preserve more of the original stones in the 
northern spires.  While much of the work on the spires of the principal tower is coming to a 
conclusion, work will commence on the West Tower, affectionately called the “Baby Bell Tower.”  
The General Contractor is preparing to remove the finial from atop the West Tower and begin 
repairing the stones.   
 

Two additional items are presently being investigated with the assistance of structural engineers 
and stone experts.  One is the cross at the very top of the front of the Cathedral, which was 
removed this Tuesday.  It was initially believed the cross was made of copper; however what we 
found was that the original cross was ornately hewn of limestone.  From what we can tell, as the 
stone began to deteriorate, copper sheets were wrapped around the original cross to hold the stone 
in place.  After the copper sheets were attached to the cross, cement was poured into the molding. 
The huge limestone base of the cross has begun to crack and workers needed to understand how 
the cross was anchored onto the top of the Cathedral to come up with a solution for safely 
replacing the limestone base and the 
crumbling cross.  The second area of concern 
is the structural stability of the Rose Window.  
The general contractor found that the Rose 
Window has shifted several inches in the last 
year.  The Cathedral has employed the 
assistance of Structures, a structural 
engineering firm that was a great resource to 
the Cathedral during the restoration of the 
Cathedral bells.  Structures is working on the 
best plan for repairing and preserving the 
Rose Window.  
 Close up example of fractures in the spokes of the Rose 

Window. This particular fracture goes entirely from 

interior to the exterior of the spoke. 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Please continue to pray for the success of the 
Tower Restoration and the safety of the workers. 

Mary, Immaculate Conception, Pray for Us. 
 

Specific questions about the Tower Project may be directed to 
office@smcaustin.org 

Left Column: Top and center photos of the vertical portion of the 

cross that was on the main gable of the Cathedral.  Note the 

deterioration of the stone; bottom photo, the cross was taken down 

on Tuesday, October 23.   
 

Right Column: Top and center photos show the condition of the 

stone on which the limestone cross sat.  Notice the deterioration of 

the stone and how metal straps which were used to secure the cross 

to the stone have begun to corrode and pop off of the stone; bottom 

photo shows the reconstructed southwest spire which was 

demolished a total of 18 linear feet to remove the corroding metal 

rod. 

 
 


